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ceived. He said, ‘‘Earlier this year you sen-
tenced me to 20 years in prison. But I want
you to know that of the five judges who have
sentenced me to prison, you have been by
far the fairest’’—[laughter]—‘‘and I endorse
your nomination to be the Director of the
FBI.’’ With all the problems we’ve got in this
country, I hope he’ll be getting a lot more
of those letters in the next few years.

I believe that under the leadership of this
dynamic, young Director, the FBI will cap-
ture the imagination of the American people
once again and will enlist once again the mil-
lions of ordinary Americans in the work of
keeping our streets safe and fighting our
crimes for us in partnership with the FBI
and with State and local law enforcement of-
ficials. I want the men and women of the
FBI to look back on the 1990’s as a decade
in which the FBI became well-known and
well-loved for its successes in cracking down
on terrorists and drug lords, just as much as
the G-men of the thirties were successful in
cracking down on racketeers and mobsters.

And to Judge Freeh I say, keep showing
the vision and integrity that brought you
here, that earned you the esteem of all your
colleagues, your countrymen and -women,
and even those you sent to jail. To the men
and women of the FBI I say, you are the
finest we have. Just keep on doing your best,
and we will stand behind you. And to the
American people I say, we know that our
people value law and order and safety. We
are working to pass a crime bill that will put
more police officers on the street. We are
working to get guns out of the hands of crimi-
nals. We are working to expand the tough-
ness of our law enforcement. Our frontline
crime fighters, Attorney General Reno, Drug
Policy Coordinator Lee Brown, and now the
FBI Director, Louis Freeh, are putting dec-
ades of grassroots experience to work for you.

You, the American people, have a right to
freedom from fear. Your families have a right
to security and to safety. We won’t rest until
you have those rights. We ask only for your
support and your cooperation as this fine Di-
rector launches what I believe will be a leg-
endary career in the legendary Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. at FBI
headquarters. Following the President’s remarks,
Judge Frank Johnson administered the oath of of-
fice, and Director Freeh made remarks.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Energy
September 1, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Wyoming energy commis-
sioner Dr. Bil Tucker as Assistant Secretary
for Fossil Energy at the Department of En-
ergy.

‘‘Through his years of work in the energy
field in both the public and private sectors,
Bil Tucker has demonstrated he has the tech-
nical understanding and commitment to hard
work that will make him an asset at the De-
partment of Energy,’’ the President said. ‘‘I
am pleased he has agreed to join our team.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Viktor
Chernomyrdin of Russia and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 2, 1993

The President. I would like to make just
a brief comment, if I might, and then I’ll
take a couple of questions.

I want to welcome Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin here to the United States. We
clearly recognize that his support for Presi-
dent Yeltsin’s reform program has been es-
sential to its success and will continue to be
essential to its success. And we’re very grate-
ful that he’s here.

I also want to express my appreciation to
the Prime Minister and to Vice President
Gore for successfully concluding the first
round of talks and agreements under the
Commission on Economic and Technological
Cooperation that grew out of my meeting
with President Yeltsin in Vancouver. They
have signed just now, as all of you know,
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